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For more than two thousand years, EthiopiaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s ox-plow agricultural system was the most

efficient and innovative in Africa, but has been afflicted in the recent past by a series of crises:

famine, declining productivity, and losses in biodiversity. James C. McCann analyzes the last two

hundred years of agricultural history in Ethiopia to determine whether the ox-plow agricultural

system has adapted to population growth, new crops, and the challenges of a modern political

economy based in urban centers.Ã‚Â Ã‚Â Ã‚Â  This agricultural history is set in the context of the

larger environmental and landscape history of Ethiopia, showing how farmers have integrated crops,

tools, and labor with natural cycles of rainfall and soil fertility, as well as with the social vagaries of

changing political systems. McCann traces characteristic features of Ethiopian farming, such as the

single-tine scratch plow, which has retained a remarkably consistent design over two millennia, and

a crop repertoire that is among the most genetically diverse in the world.Ã‚Â Ã‚Â Ã‚Â  People of

the Plow provides detailed documentation of Ethiopian agricultural practices since the early

nineteenth century by examining travel narratives, early agricultural surveys, photographs and

engravings, modern farming systems research, and the testimony of farmers themselves, collected

during McCannÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s five years of fieldwork. He then traces the ways those practices have

evolved in the twentieth century in response to population growth, urban markets, and the presence

of new technologies.
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Ã¢â‚¬Å“Those interested in the history of one of the centers of crop origin and genetic diversity will



find this book an invaluable reference.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€•Brhane Gebrekidan, Virginia Tech

James C. McCann is associate professor of history and director of the African Studies Center at

Boston University. He is the author of From Poverty to Famine in Northeast Ethiopia: A Rural

History, 1900Ã¢â‚¬â€œ1935 and has worked with many international aid and agricultural

organizations on issues of agriculture and land use in northeastern Africa.

Historical evidence in cave paintings shows that the Ethiopian farmer has been using oxen and

long-beam plows to till the land for at least two thousand years. Author James C. McCann uses his

thorough research into archival evidence and current oral history to demonstrate the persistence of

these farming methods to the present time. McCann's easy writing style takes farmers' narrative

tales and translates them into social science language.McCann clearly shows how Ethiopian

farmers have been moved, in this century, from self-reliance to dependence upon political whims.

Farmers now rely upon the state to provide seed and fertilizer, and so are forced into growing crops

from those seeds, whether the environmental conditions cooperate or not.McCann's writing style

holds the reader's interest because he includes so many first person narratives and examples to

illustrate his points. More detailed maps that show locations of old and new trade and market

centers would be appreciated. McCann often talks about these changes, so maps could have acted

to clarify the text if he had placed them near to the specific locations under discussion. His book is

meticulously researched. This book is an excellent introduction to the general interaction of

government and agriculture and its specific interplay in Ethiopia.

People of the Plow: An Agricultural History of Ethiopia, 1800&#150;1990 The Autobiography of

Emperor Haile Sellassie I: King of Kings of All Ethiopia and Lord of All Lords (My Life and Ethiopia's

Progress) (My Life and ... (My Life and Ethiopia's Progress (Paperback)) A History of Everyday Life

in Scotland, 1600-1800: A History of Everyday Life in Scotland, 1600 to 1800 (A History of Everyday

Life in Scotland EUP) Economics of Agricultural Development: World Food Systems and Resource

Use (Routledge Textbooks in Environmental and Agricultural Economics) Fundamentals of

Agricultural Development: Chapter 1 of Agricultural Options for Small-Scale Farmers Genetically

Modified Crops and Agricultural Development (Palgrave Studies in Agricultural Economics and Food

Policy) Standard Catalog of World Coins 1701-1800 (Standard Catalog of World Coins Eighteenth

Century, 1701-1800) 1800 Stamps of the World: A Stunning Visual Directory Of Rare And Familiar

Issues, Organized Country By Country With Over 1800 Images Of Collectables From Up To 200

http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/z3Qgx/people-of-the-plow-an-agricultural-history-of-ethiopia-1800-150-1990.pdf?r=MWrOy%2BXt%2FZn8pvpyUjeguTqva3l%2FU9%2FuMYCwyL4iYS4%3D


Countries Speed the Plow How To Get Commercial Lawn Care And Snow Plow Customers.: From

The Gopher Lawn Care Business Forum & The GopherHaul Lawn Care Business Show. By Sword

and Plow: France and the Conquest of Algeria ETHIOPIA Country Studies: A brief, comprehensive

study of Ethiopia Everything You Need To Know About Ethiopia: Ethiopia Travel Guide Ethiopia, 5th

(Bradt Travel Guide Ethiopia) Ethiopia Highlights (Bradt Travel Guide Ethiopia Highlights) World

History, Ancient History, Asian History, United States History, European History, Russian History,

Indian History, African History. ( world history) A History of Modern Ethiopia, 1855&#150;1991:

Second Edition (Eastern African Studies) How to Create Your Own Jewelry Line: Design &#150;

Production &#150; Finance &#150; Marketing & More Prevail: The Inspiring Story of Ethiopia's

Victory over Mussolini's Invasion, 1935&#150;1941 History: Human History in 50 Events: From

Ancient Civilizations to Modern Times (World History, History Books, People History) (History in 50

Events Series Book 1) 

https://porsche-tanaka.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://porsche-tanaka.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://porsche-tanaka.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://porsche-tanaka.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

